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SCOPE OF THIS JOURNAL 


S.J. GAMBLE 
ABSTRACT 

This short paper defines the pf material that may be covered 

by the JOURNAL FOR TRANSIENT AERIAL PHENOMENA. Where possible 
examples are given of the type of material mhich is suitable for 
submission. It is demonstrated that all material published in 
JTAP is covered by the originally defined scope. 


I NTRODUCTION 

JTAP uas first published in 
1979. There mas some confusion 
about mhat the title actually 
meant. Many people took the term 
Transient Aerial Phenomena or 
TAP to be just a replacement for 
the old term Unidentified Flying 
Object or UFO. To correct this 
confusion a short article, mas 
published in the second issue(i) 
This confusion may nom have 
re-arisen, possibly as a result 
of the statement inside the 
back cover of JTAP having been 
altered at some point in time. 

The statement may give the 
impression that JTAP deals only 
mith that group gf phenomena 
called UFOs. This is not so, the 
Journal continues mith its ori¬ 
ginal aims. 

AREAS OF INTEREST 

The term Transient Aerial 
Phenomena cavers all forms of 
phenomena mhich are of short 
duration and can occur in the 
atmosphere of any planetary or 
celestial body. The group of 
phenomena knomn as UFOs only 
constitutes part of this act¬ 
ivity. As stated in the origi¬ 
nal article TAP's can cover 
such things as ball lightning, 
meteors and meteorological 
phenomena. It should also be 
remembered that man has also 
explored the atmospheres of a 
number of other bodies mithin 
the solar system. This mould 
mean, for example, if Garry 
Hunt and his team at Imperial 
College mished to offer some 
of their results on Martian 
mBtearolagy(2) for publication 
in JTAP, me mould be mithin 


our original aims to publish them. 
These results mould be published not 
because some people mish to specu¬ 
late about extra-terrestrial bases 
on Mars, but because they represent 
a genuine investigation of atmos¬ 
pheric phenomena. It mould also be 
valid for JTAP to carry articles 
about nem techniques or adaptations 
mhich can be used to atmospheric 
studies. For example it might be 
valid to carry a paper such as that 
of Lamden and Pearce (11) on the 
adaptation of image processing 
softmare. 

It is this same commitment to 
covering all forms of atmospheric 
phenomena mhich alloms us to pub¬ 
lish items such as Steuart Campbell's 
Ball Lightning Update (e.g(3)) or 
John Armitage's Atmospheric Phenome- 
non(e.g(4)) mhich clearly are not 
UFO reports. This also alloms us to 
carry items such as Ali Abutaha's 
theory about life in the solar 
atmosphere (5). Ali presents a 
reasoned argument for the possi¬ 
bility of life forms in a non- 
terrestrial environment. Like all 
papers in JTAP those mho disagree 
mith his conclusions are invited to 
present reasoned arguments mhy this 
cannot be so. 

Since UFOs are a valid part 
of the larger field of TAPs me mill, 
of course, publish material looking 
at all aspects of this group of 
phenomena. This alloms JTAP to 
carry, mith equal validity, theories 
about UFO origin(6), about the psy¬ 
chology of UFO mitnesses (7), de¬ 
tailed reports on individual cases 
(8),(9) or horn UFO reports may re¬ 
late to other phenomena (10). 

CONCLUSION 

It has been shomn that the scope 
of the Journal is mide and includes 

(continued on page 202) 
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TDLiJARDS A PSI/UFO INTERFACE 


MANFRED CASSIRER 
PART A (Concluded) 


THE PRESENT THESIS PRESENTS AN ATTEMPT TO INTEGRATE TWO SETS OF 
DATA: THOSE OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY (PYSCHICAL RESEARCH) AND OF UFOLOGY 
ON A MORE PRECISE AND COMPREHENSIV/E SCALE THAN HAS HITHERTO BEEN ’ 
ESSAYED. THE AUTHOR IS A FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE PYSCHICAL PHENO¬ 
MENA COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIETY FDR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. AS WELL AS 
A MEMBER OF THE (PROFESSIONAL) PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. HE 
HAS UNDERTAKEN THIS TASK WITH THE HELP OF A GRANT FROM THE RESEARCH 
ENDOWMENT FUND OF THE SPR., WHICH HAS RECENTLY (1979) ADMITTED UFO¬ 
LOGICAL STUDIES AS FALLING WITHIN THE PERV/IEW OF ITS DB:.ECTS AND 
STUDIES. AFTER A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE MAIN THEORIES WHICH HAUE 
BEEN ADVANCED IN VARIOUS QUARTERS, SOME TWO DOZEN OR MORE SPECIFIC 
ASPECTS HAVE BEEN INTER-RELATED WITH A VIEW TO THROWING A LIGHT ON 
THE UFO ENIGMA, IT IS NOT PROPOSED, HOWEVER, TO OFFER A "SOLUTION* 
OF ITS WHOLE SPECTRUM BY THE WHOLESALE APPLICATION OF INTER-FACIAL 
COMPARISON. RATHER WE SHOULD AIM AT ENCOURAGING A PROCESS OF VIG¬ 
OROUS CROSS-FERTILISATION AND EXCHANGE OF IDEAS BETWEEN TWO DIS¬ 
PARATE AND LARGELY INDIFFERENT GROUPS. POINTS OF CONTACT ARE 
ALMOST INEXHAUSTIBLE. THESE ARE NOW ONLY SCRAPED AT THE SURFACE 
OF WHAT MAY BE REGARDED AS VIRGIN SOIL IN THE PRESENT PIONEER 
WORK. NOT ONLY IS THERE AN OVERLAP IN METHODOLOGY AND TAXONOMY 
BUT THE VERY PHENOMENA (ANOMALIES IN THE WIDEST SENSE OF THE WORD) 
BEAR STRIKING RESEMBLANCES - WITH OCCASIONAL EQUALLY STRIKING 
DIFFERENCES! 
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that of the paranormal sahErE is 
the "spirit". "Spirit" “EssaoES, 
even via tap mediums, are z’^ten 
unreliable. Their sa-rallEZ "aan- 
trols" are ellusive: even '■'rs 
Piper's famous "Dr. -hi-_it" 
proved to be an imozster _nz did 
not knoijLi his ouin zazivs zznzue. 
Mediums, again incluzinz z“a 
amazing Mrs Pioer, fis" '^zr infor¬ 
mation. Most of it is i-^EZzorate, 
but there are also zzzasiznal mind 
blouing hits loith s-szairez high 
levels of success (5IlS_lCr 191 
The "Raudive Voices" are reveal 
on close inspection as a zicantic 
illusion (CASSIRER 1972). ..hat 
about apparitions? Tne are rather 
uncommunicative. Gccesiznally they 
are kncun to spea :, zr even tz 
anouer a question out tz the", but 
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□n the uhole they clearly dc not 
care for lengthy canversaticn 
(TYRRELL 1953.7B) In Green's coll- 
Bction (GREEI'J 1975.94) only 14 per 
cent articulated, and even among 
that relative small nuniber feu 
spoke at length and, for all the 
allegedly affected realism of pre¬ 
sentation by apparitions, they did 
not always miake a good job of it. 
"Apparitions", explains Green, "seem 
to have a certain reluctance to 
speak freely and realistically" 
(GREEN 1975.96): their lips may fai’ 
to move; nor are they necessarily 
visible at the time. Gometimes they 
prefer to communicate "as if by tele 
pathy", as commonly asserted of 
humanoids (cp.ch.lS). Miss Green (in 
contrast to Tyrrell) thinks that 
apparitions avoid a high degree of 
realism by not involving more than 
one sense at a time. Admittedly this 
contradicts the evidence of lucid 
dream.s, where long conversations are 
not ruled out nor, it seems, analy¬ 
tical thought (GREEN 1963.91). 

In accordance with cur Fortean 
uclicy of not stuoying anomalous 
phenomena in their customary isol¬ 
ation, ue shall not revert to the 
i-'cltergeist, already discussed in 
the previous chapter, and attempt to 
relate it to the problems in hand. 

In his chapter on "Communications," 
a leading authority (DIJEN 1964) 
links the alleged Direct l/oice of 
physical mediumship uith the talk¬ 
ing Poltergeist. It is true that th.e 
evidence for the former is less 
than impressive, though it is rea¬ 
sonably well attested uith tuo out¬ 
standing mental psychics, Gladys 
0sbourne-Leonard, and Elizabeth 
Blake (lilDLMAN 19 77.314 f f.) . Houever 
that may be. Poltergeists are much 
less averse to conversing than app¬ 
aritions and, according to some ole 
anecdotal cases, shou considerable 
knowledge of peoples' personal 
affairs; it is their discretion 
which is in doubt rather than their 
knowledge, which may extend even to 


the future (D'-ilEN 1964.235f.; 
GILBERT 1971.33). The well-known 
"Devil of Mascon" went in for 
bantering of an insolent kind, 
delighting in "malicious gossip" 
and scandal. The Islandic "Devil 
of Hjalta-Stad" informed his 
victims that devils hold services 
in hell, a piece of information 
hard to verify and therefore of 
dubious value. All this and more 
comes under the heading of what 
□wen (242) designates as "irre¬ 
verent buffoonery". Poltergeists 
betray themselves as suffering 
from the same regressive tend¬ 
encies as mediumistic communi¬ 
cators with their notoriously 
childish "controls" masquerading 
as "Chinamen", Ancient Egyptian 
Queens", and "Red Indians" 
equally popular with regressed 
subjects under hypnosis. Pict¬ 
uresque and romantic they are, 
but plausible they are not. Nor 
are they consistent in their 
assumed roles. In the Dagg case, 
a "spirit" declared that he was 
the Devil; "I'll have you in my 
clutches" said he to a young 
orphan. Yet at another time, and 
in another mood, he abruptly 
changed his style to being "an 
Angel from heaven." An Indian 
Poltergeist (THURSTON 1953.63) 
preferred communication by 
Direct Uriting, calling himself 
(among other things) "the King." 
This method of communicating is 
not unique. Messages (in bad 
Latin) on walls or pieces of 
paper were found in an Italian 
monastry plagued by a Polter¬ 
geist (FAULD 1979.163) and (in 
modern languages) in connexion 
with mediums. 

In the American airship 
waves of the 1390s, false 
claimis to inventions were made 
by their occupants (STORY 1930. 
11). The more up-to-date ufo- 
nauts, in most undivine fashion 
(in spite of U. Daeniken's 
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claims),, often act like lunatics. 
They can find nothing better to do 
than to mimic human activities 
such as collecting botanical and 
mineral sped on: ns, even in toujns, 
and affecting repairs to "space¬ 
craft" obviously not in need of 
attention. They seem uncertain 
uhether they ujant to attract att¬ 
ention or not. Their degree of 
realism varies; some are more human 
in appearance than others, ^in- 
cluding some quite passable imi¬ 
tations of robots, diuarves, giants 
and others (ZURCHER 1979). They 
adapt themselves to particular 
cultures: South American "extra¬ 
terrestrials" adopt a Latin-Ameri- 
can guise (HENDF^Y 1979.151). Their 
conversations finally seldom, if 
ever, attain to a high intellectual 
level. A ufonaut on landi tq in 
France argued both about the loca¬ 
tion and the time of day (HEUDRY 
1979.141), uhile another declared 
that they had come to save mankind 
because the earth is crackingl Ufo- 
nauts do not hesitate to deliver 
ridiculous messages by other means, 
using the apparent equivalent of 
the mediumistic Direct Writing, i.e 
the production of the written uord 
without visible physical contact 
of the writing entity. In a South 
American encounter (BC'uJEU 1977.51) 
a contactee was given an envelope 
which, when dipped in water, was 
fourid to contain a scribbled note 
in a childish hand predicting that 
he was "going to know the world" 
and signed "P. V/olador" ("P. 
Saucer"). The spelling was faulty. 
As indicated above, mediums are 
prone to inflict similar infant¬ 
ile efforts on their victims. At 
Kingston, a rapping spirit showed 
that he could spell no better than 
the girl through whom "he" was 
active (GAULD 1979.342), but still 
excelling "Olga's" attempt during 
a Rudi Schneider seance which 
only succeeded in scribbling (PRICE 
1930.24) 


iJhen all is said and done, 
UFOs are, perhaps messengers of 
regression as much as of delib¬ 
erate deception. I\lar are they the 
space-gods of certain commercial 
writers. 

EPILOGUE 

So what concluaiona have we 
arrived at? Uo cut and dry solu¬ 
tion of the UFO syndrome has 
forced itself upon us, nor has 
such been attempted. The purpose 
of this study is of a less ambi¬ 
tious nature, namely within the 
strict framework of its points 
of reference, to draw attention 
to the many paints of contact 
between two controversial new 
disciplines. Thus we do not advo¬ 
cate commitment to the effect 
that there is an implicit "psy¬ 
chic solution", whatever such a 
statement could mean. 3y putting 
these subjects into water-proof 
tight compartments any potent¬ 
ially valuable cross-fertili¬ 
sation is automaticaly nioped in 
the bud. Equally abortive, and 
even more dangerous, is the jux¬ 
taposition of the junior disci¬ 
pline with a misconc-eived pot¬ 
pourri of assarted occultism and 
largely misunderstood so-called 
"parapsychology." It is not 
sufficient to bandy about terms 
like "telepathy" without first 
acquiring a proper appreciation 
of what is known (and not known) 
of their meaning. As has been 
shown in the discussion of Appa¬ 
ritions (ch.B) and Materialis¬ 
ations (ch.9) two separate pid- 
geon-holes within a single field 
of study (Psychical Research) 
effectively prevents the proper 
evaluation of all the available 
data: writers who confine them¬ 
selves to a single set of data 
tend to ignore the other. To 
expect these over-enthusiastic 
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specialists to cast their nets 
eeer uider sc as to include the 
obviously closely related human¬ 
oid syndrome is regrettably un¬ 
realistic at present. Hopefully 
this study uill point the uay to 
a much wider informed point of 
view and scale. If so, ours is a 
first step in a direction that 
will open out new perspectives 
for both Parapsychology and Ufo¬ 
logy. 
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FIUE SELECTED CASES 


A.G. KEUL 
ABSTRACT 


Dr. KEUL has been uorking with Ken Phillips on a study comparing 
Austrian uitnesses with British luitnesses. For this study the UFB 
Anamnesis technique developed gy Dr. Keul has been used. The paper 
presented here is the text of Keul's lecture given at the UPIAR 
Colloquium held in Salzburg in July, 1982. It deals ujith some of 
the results of the cross cultural study conducted uith Phillips 
and concentrates on five uitnesses involved in that study. 

The cases are from a larger group of 20 cases from Austria 
and 12 British cases. Mention is also made of the preliminary 
results from a control group for the Austrian cases. 

T HE AUTHOR 

Born in February 1954 in Uienna. "Realistic" gymnasium studies of 
geology, geophysics, meteorology, astronomy and psychiatry at the 
University of V/ienna finished uith a thesis on ueather-involved 
light aircraft accidents and the PhD (Dr.phil.) in 1978. Army 
service. Currently studies in clinical psychology and journalism 
at the University of Salzburg. Uorking as a free-lance science 
j ournalist. 

First active interests in UFBs in 1972, field investigations 
as APRD representative, MUFDIM representative 1974 to 1980 and for 
some time member of the Central European Section. Found co-oper¬ 
ation uith ETH-ideologists exhausting and left all groups. 

Number of international publications, particularly on the 
Traunstein "local flap"; from 1976 onuards in UFO PHEIMOMEIMA. Uorking 
on the Editorial Board of UPIAR and URIP. 

Special fields: uitness psychology, test problems and uncon¬ 
scious aspects of UFO encounters, interdisciplinary connections, 
epistemology, ball lightning (Austrian BL catalogue uith 160 entries), 
meteorites (initiated tuo camera stations nou run by astronomer 
from l/ienna), humour. 


Touards the end of a day full uith 
interesting lectures and vivid 
discussions, I am not planning to 
overburden the audience uith in¬ 
tricate field investigation pro¬ 
tocols. To give you an idea uhat 
is meant by "positive" and "neg¬ 
ative" reporter profiles" I sel¬ 
ected typical passages from five 
different case histories out of 
20 psychological uitness studies 
of the Austrian UFO Witness Pro¬ 
ject and of 12 cases studied to¬ 
gether uith Ken Phillips during 
the 1981 English UFO Witness 
Project. The general results of 
the tuo projects uere identical: 


about every second account uas 
described by a person uith a 
"negative reporter profile", both 
in England and Austria. A control 
group of people uho had observed 
meteor events i.e. non-UFOs, is 
nearly finished in Austria and 
indicates a louer rate of "neg¬ 
ative reporter profiles." 

Before ue start into the case 
details, let me explain the phil¬ 
osophy behind our uitness study. 
In our officially funded first 
part of the Austrian UFO uitness 
project ue had found out that 
from 10 uitnesses, none had a 
perfect and none an extremely 
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bad personality picture. Most ujere 
in-betueen, three uere rather bad 
in the sense that it was likely 
they confused facts and fantasy due 
to internal problems. After the 10 
case project, we decided to distin¬ 
guish "positive" and "negative 
reporter profiles" after qualita¬ 
tive life event and test evaluation. 
Oe drew the line to the "bad cate¬ 
gory" at a level of psychic dis¬ 
orders in need of a professional 
psychotherapist or neurological/ 
psychiatric symptoms typical of 
psychotic events (loss of reality, 
hallucinations). To put it into 
everyday language: I would allow 
a "positive reporter" to drive my 
car and I would refuse to give it 
to a "negative reporter." This 
does not mean that I consider the 
report of a "bad reporter" as in¬ 
valid or invented. It may have a 
degree of external reality as well, 
but is much more mixed with ele¬ 
ments of the"inner world" and is 
difficult to decode. 

CASE DIME 

A beauty specialist (beautician) 
of 24 years, female, living in a 
community near the river Danube 
to the north-west of Uienna, 

Austria, phoned a scientific 
institute to report - in Hynek's 
terminology - a "Close Encounter 
of the Second Kind." She said 
that coming from her boyfriend's 
home at 4 am on the morning of 
October 31st, 1980, both had seen 
two bright lights low in the sky. 

She then drove her car to a spot 
near the river Danube and left 
her car. The lights were like 
big car headlights, did not move 
and shone at her. After about 
half an hour at the lonely spot, 
it was getting uncanny and she 
drove home, where she noticed 
that her face and eyes were in¬ 
flamed and reddish. She later 
described symptoms of a mild sun¬ 
burn and conjunctivitis. The sym¬ 
ptoms disappeared during the day. 

In arranging for an interview 
and a field investigation with 
test , it became clear that the 
driving force to report the in¬ 
cident had been her mother, age 


about 40, an artist and writer 
living in the same community. The 
witness hesitated to give further 
details, but her mother was too 
glad to help us in every respect, 
even arranging a field interview 
together with her daughter. Ue 
found out that there was only air 
traffic after 5am, but two 
bright planets, Uenus and Jupiter, 
in conjunction (about a Moon 
diameter distant) low in the east. 

I went out to meet the two 
people on December 21st, did the 
usual measurements and gave the 
young lady a Rorschach test in 
the car at the observation spot 
with her mother in the back seat. 
From the test, comments of the 
mother and two additional phone 
calls a rather disturbing panor¬ 
ama emanated. The main phenome¬ 
non of the otherwise moderate 
Rorschach was a latent voyeur¬ 
istic tendency. Her mother did 
not stay calm on the back seat 
and gave some answers typical for 
affective instability encountered 
in hysteria. To the medical pro¬ 
fession it is well-known that a 
traumatic or infectious conjunct¬ 
ivitis lasts for two or three 
days under therapy. The quickly 
disappearing face and eye in¬ 
flammation, seen in the light of 
the projective test, clearly 
points towards a psychosomatic 
phenomenon. Her mother had a 
long history of vivid interests 
in extrasensory perception and 
UFOs. She claimed a friend of 
hers had seen UFO occupants 
walking out of a mirror at night. 
She allegedly kept up a corres¬ 
pondence with a professor in 
Campinas, Brazil,who had seen 
UFOs and she "knew for sure" 
that the house where her daughter 
was living now had been a loca¬ 
tion of UFO landings. The young 
lady, taciturn and rather aggre- 
sive in the first investigation 
phase because she had been pressed 
by her mother to come and see me, 
gradually increased her contri¬ 
butions to the discussion and 
eventually said she had once 
seen a twinkling star from her 
flat blinking her a morse message 
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and that she was sure the tujo 
encounters were only "a prelude 
to a great contact." 

Summing up the psycholo¬ 
gical data, ue strongly suspect 
that the "close encounter" kias 
a psychic phenomenon with psycho¬ 
somatic after-effects happening 
either as a hysteric substitution 
where the daughter "lives" her 
mother's fantasies, or as a simi¬ 
lar phenomenon out of a disturbed 
close interaction between mother 
and daughter. No one else saw 
the UFO and the two bright 
planets stood in the area where 
it had "hovered" over the river 
Danube. 

C ASE TLdD 

A zoologist (Dr.phil) aged 57, 
female, married to a university 
professor, living at the same 
community as the witness in Case 
One, phoned a scientific institute 
to report a "nocturnal light" at 
2.A5am on January 15th, 1981. She 
said she saw an object, brighter 
than Uenus, flying north-south 
losing height. The air traffic 
check drew a blank. A personal 
investigation on February 7th 
showed the object had nearly 
full moon size, was oval and 
in sight for four seconds. Our 
Rorschach test with the witness 
resulted in a "positive reporter 
profile." No unsual phenomena 
was noticed. I mention this case 
because the witnesses in the two 
cases were not only streets 
apart physically, but quite a 
distance psychologically. 

C ASE THREE 

A college schoolboy, 15 years old, 
living at his parent's home in a 
Bedfordshire village. Working class 
environment, told us about one of 
his observations in November, 1979. 

".the thing was around 

3 o'clock, 3.30am in the morning, 
you know...and I got up and had 
the sensation of being drawn to the 
window, a sound in my head told me 
to go there. I looked out and I've 
seen this object - like, say two 
footballs with a plate in the 
middle and it had satellite craft 
around it." After some time, he 
said, the light was "switched out." 

Hen Phillips, in his original 
investigation of the case, noticed 
that the boy had a lot of UFO 


Hen Phillips, in his original 
investigation of the case noticed 
that the boy had a lot of UFO 
books and, together with other 
boys, went star- and UFD-ujatching 
in the evenings. On our visit 
on September 7th, 1981, we picked 
him up on the road where he was 
bicycling and he led us into his 
home to speak to us. It was pec¬ 
uliar that when his father showed 
up he only greeted us but did 
not ask what we were doing there. 

The Rorschach test was the 
worst one I saw during the pro¬ 
ject. Just an example of what 
the witness saw on my tables: 

"I see two creatures, one in one, 
at the bottom green hippo-creatures, 
a mouth, going into the stomach 
of a demon, at the bottom a 
human-like skull with triangle 
jaw. Separating the racket plat¬ 
form with a steeole, melting 
like a candle, running down at 
the side. Demons with wings of 
a bird, connected to each other, 
trunks like branches of a tree 
with electric charge. A long 
mouth, with a crane or hook 
bringing food in on top. Two eyes 
each, mounted on like a gun mag¬ 
azine." 

Even an observer not familiar 
with projective tests will find 
out quickly that we are watching 
an individual nearly lost in a 
bizarre, aggressive fantasy 
world. To the psychologist, it 
is almost on the border to 
schizophrenia. Lie have to view 
the "sensation of being drawn 
to the window" in his report and 
the interpretation of the "sate¬ 
llite craft" in the light of 
the test. Later on in our inter¬ 
view, the boy mentioned a tact¬ 
ile hallucination one month 
after the observation and indi¬ 
cated great interest in ESP and 
ETH. 

CASE FOUR 

A horticultural businesman of 
55 years, living in a village in 
Bedfordshire, middle class en¬ 
vironment, told us about his 
observation from September, 1975. 
"...it was dark and I was with 
my wife driving towards the 
east, a few miles from her, 
approaching ..... with trees 
above it ..... suddenly...we 
saw a ring, an elliptical ring 
of blue light.(He believes that 
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a so-called "ley line" runs 
through the position of the ring) 
.... The thing I sauj uas further 
auay than I thought it uas. I 
thought it uas just above the 
street, but, in fact, if it uas 
a larger object it could have 
been further auay, directly over 
the ley line. 

"It could have been a larger 
object, it appeared to me to be 
an object of about 50 feet in 
diameter hovering over the trees. 
Much against myuife'suishes I 
stopped the car to get out and 
examine it, and as I did so it 
so it vanished. Oust suddenly,! 
couldn't believe that. f\lo sound, 
no interference uith the vehicle, 
no air or uind or anything like 
that...." The observation had 
lasted 30 to 40 seconds. 

The witness suffers a dis¬ 
tinct tremor, but seems to have 
good eyesight. He served his 
military duty in the Royal Navy 
during Ldorld Uar 11, later spec¬ 
ialised in agriculture. He holds 
a British Patent in the agri¬ 
cultural field, is married to a 
West Indian woman and has four 
children. In our Rorschach test 
with him on September 2Bth,19ai, 
the remarkable phenomenon was an 
interpretative stereotype called 
"perseveration" which is due to a 
beginning organic brain trouble. 
Interesting enough, the objects he 
saw again and again on the tables 
were either something like a 
rocket, something mechanical or - 
in 4 occasions - UFD shapes. He 
also saw a humanoid with wings and 
a head enclosed in a helmet. This 
matches with other information he 
gave us later.He has a great in¬ 
terest in UFBs and ESP, believes 
that science and religion describe 
the s same things, is convinced of 
the P Philadelphia Experiment and 
thinks he is able to faith-heal 
others. In his account, the tend¬ 
ency to link the phenomenon to a 
certain "ley line" was apparent. 
Although intelligence and sensory 
functions showed no break-down, the 
"organic test" and the extended 
belief system leaves it unclear 


where we have objective data 
and where not. 

CASE FIUE 

The last case of this little 
review has been internationally 
published and was the first 
complex UFD affair I encountered 
in Austria. The spectacular 
series of events started bn the 
night of October 2ath-29th, 1973. 
The witness, a compositor aged 
21, was knocked out of his 
night's sleep by a friend. 

"He wanted me to come out and 
look at an extraordinary thing 
in the southern sky....You 
might have taken it for a star 
at first glance, but watching it 
more carefully you would see it 
was much nearer, giving off a 
different light and strange 
periodical light signals. Uell - 
it looked like snail feelers. 

The two yellow-orange beams 
came out ...were projected up¬ 
wards and bent outwards high up. 
Then ... some green mist fell 
down sideways and then the rays 
were gone. You would wait for 
about 5 seconds and then the 
game started again,,,." 

This observation went on for 
hours and involved six objects, 
one of them a "claasic"dDmed 
disc shape. A repeater happened 
the night before we came for 
field investigation, other 
people reported sightings and 
in 1975 we had documented over 
3D events with more than 6D 
UFD shapes. Ue did not pay too 
much attention to the psycho¬ 
social situation at the small 
village in north-west Lower 
Austria. Ue even believed a 
number of reports which came from 
a local alcoholic who was 
having hallucinations night 
after night. Gradually, over 
the years we learned about the 
personal background of the 
people. A personality test with 
the compositor gave a moderately 
neurotic, but stable picture. 

Uhen the Austrian Uitness Pro¬ 
ject began, we did a Rorschach 
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test ujith another local uitness and 
obtained a "positive reporter pro¬ 
file". Then uie learned more about 
life events before the "local flap." 
In September, 1973, the father of 
the main October uitness (the com¬ 
positor) had died in a strange acci¬ 
dent, probably a planned suicide. 

His uife uas left alone uith the tuo 
sons and the older one - the uitness 
- had to find a neu status uithin 
the family and to get "groun up." 
Then came the UFD series. In 1974, 
the uitness came into contact uith 
Jehovah's Witnesses, a religious 
sect, and began to read the Bible 
uith them. In April, 1975, the 
sightings stopped. In June, 1975 
the uitness left the Catholic 
Church. He joined the sect in 1979. 
Discussing this aspect uith him 
uas a topic in my last visit at his 
home on July 11th, 1982. He still 
uorks as a compositor, has married 
and has a five year old son. "I 
think the more I studied the Holy 
Bible, the more the uhole pheno¬ 
menon lost its significance. Today 
uhen I get out and ualk through a 
pitch black night, I never have the 
feeling that something is there." 
Concerning his opinion about the 
"flap" in retrospect he said: 

"More or less I consider it as an 
illusion insofar as there uas 
something to be seen , and nothing 
more." 

The UFB sighting series as one 
step in the spiritual evolution of 
a human being brings us back to 
Carl Gustav Jung again. "When 
archetypal ideas of this kind 
appear theyiinvariably signify 
something unusual .... We must 
therefore take account of them, 
houever improbably and irrational 
they may appear to us, just because 
they are important factors in a 
psychological process" are tuo 
sentences he urote in connection 
uith UFOs in dreams, but they could 
also be of relevance to our "local 
flap." The Traunstein sightings 
are history, but the most important 
elements, the uitnesses, are alive 
and can give us more than a clue. 


(continued from page 189) 

the subject areas of all prev¬ 
iously published contributions. 

Should you uish to submit a 
paper in any of the above men¬ 
tioned categories for consider¬ 
ation, please consult the (Motes 
to Contributors inside the back 
cover. Contributions uill nor¬ 
mally be refereed by at least 
tuo members of the Editorial 
Board or by external referees. 
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HOME COMPUTER QUE5TlOIMNAIRE 


Part of BUFORA's Research plans involve the computerisation of UFO 
reports. To allouj adequate planning for computerisation it would be 
very helpful if members who own or have access to a computer could 
complete the following questionnaire and return it to BUFORA's 
Research Officer - PAUL FULLER, 83 Alresford Road, Ldinchester, 
Hampshire 3023 8JZ (Tel: Winchester (0962) 65513. 


1. Do you own or intend to own a home computer? OWN 

INTEND 
DON'T OWN 

2. Do you have access to any other computer which you YES 

might be able to use for UFO research? If so please 

describe . 

3. What model/make of computer do you own? 


4. What size memory does your computer have? 16H 

32H 

4aHi 

64K 

128H 

Other 


5. What operating system does your computer use? 
(Consult your Users' Manual if you are unsure) 


6 . 

What 

method of data storage 

does your 

computer use? 

DISH 







CASSETTE 







OTHER 

7. 

Does 

your computer have an " 

RS232" 

or 

"RS423" Port? 

YES 







NO 

8 . 

Does 

your computer have some 

means 

of 

communicating 

YES 


with 

other computers e.g. a 

modem? 



NO 

9. 

What 

data-base do you use? 






10. Do you use any statistical programs on your computer? 

YES 

NO 

11. Have you attempted to store UFO data on your computer? 

NO 

12. Would you like to be involved in any future recording 

of UFO data on your computer? YES 

NO 

13. Please describe any technical/professional/academic 

qualifications you have . 


FINALLY, please give your name and address on the reverse side of 
this questionnaire. Thank you for your co-operation. 


A PHOTO-COPY OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED IF YOU 
REMOUE THE PAGE FROM YOUR JOURNAL 
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THE ASSESSMENT DF WITNESS RELIABILITY 


S.J. GAMBLE 
A BSTRACT 

The uitness is considered as a recording instrument in UFO cases. 

As uith other instruments there must be methods of obtaining 
calibration and estimates can he made on the reliability of the 
data collected. A number of calibration methods are discussed 
and some of the problems uith each are highlighted. 

A proposal is made for a uorking party to consider the 
problems of uitness reliability. Amongst other evidence, this 
group uill consider current and past cases submitted to BUFORA's 
archives. 

T HE AUTHOR 

Steve Gamble joined BUFORA in 1972. He has been a member of 
BUFORA's Council for several years and is currently Director of 
Research and Uice-Chairman. Steve has been a member of the OTAP 
Editorial Board since it uas formed and has contributed a number 
of papers on UFOlogical subjects both to OTAP and other publications. 


In any scientific study obser¬ 
vations are made using instru¬ 
ments of knoun characteristics. 

The study of UFO phenomena is 
based upon the reports made by, 
usually untrained, uitnesses. A 
Ljitness is essentially a record¬ 
ing instrument of unknoun charac¬ 
teristics. In many of the most 
interesting cases, for example 
that of Albert Burtoo (FOWLER, 

198L) me only have one mitness, 
so are unable to cross-check 
mith another instrument (witness). 
Mr Burtoo claims to have encoun¬ 
tered a landed object and a num¬ 
ber of small beings in the early 
hours of August 12th 1983. He 
states that he mas taken on board 
the object, but later released 
when he mas found to be too old 
and infirm. Mr Burtoo recently 
came to a BUFORA meeting to tell 
us about his experience. If the 
claims he makes are true then his 
story is fantastic. However, since 
he is the only witness we have no 
other evidence to back it up. I 
should stress that I only use 
this as an example of a recent 
case and the problems involved. I 
cannot pass comment on the validity 
of his claims as I have not invest¬ 
igated them. 


The problem of just how much 
reliability can be placed upon 
data obtained from UFO witnesses 
has been with us for a long time. 
At least as far back as 1971 the 
subject was under discussion 
within BUFORA (OLEARY-BAHER,1971). 
In defining significant cases, 
HYNEK (1972) uses a Strangeness 
rating and a Probability rating. 
The Strangeness rating is a 
"measure of the number of infor¬ 
mation bits that the report con¬ 
tains, each of which is difficult 
to explain in common-sense terms." 
The Probability rating attempts 
to assess the credibility of the 
witness and assesses the possi¬ 
bility that they have made an 
error. Hynek admits that this can 
be highly subjective. 

Over the years various re¬ 
searchers have tried different 
means to find a less subjective 
method of assessing witness re¬ 
liability. These have included 
such methods as polygraph or lie 
detector tests (HENDRY 1980) 
chapter 12) and various other 
forms of psychological assess¬ 
ment. The polygraph test relies 
upon measuring the subject's 
physiological response to a 
series of questions. Normally 
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skin canductance and heart rate 
are both measured. If a subject 
ansixiers a question untruthfully 
this should cause a small amount 
of stress uhich might be detected 
by minor changes in heart rate or 
skin conductance. Both of these 
may be affected by a variety of 
factors such as temperature or by 
drugs. Some people have the 
ability to control these physiolo¬ 
gical responses so may knoujingly 
tell lies uhilst connected to a 
polygraph and escape detection. 

The interpretation of polygraph 
traces requires a number of years 
of experience so an investigator 
mould probably have to call in an 
external expert. Whilst the poly¬ 
graph test might detect the out¬ 
right fraud it mould not detect 
those subjects suffering from 
hallucinations or those mho mere 
just genuinely mistaken. 

Perhaps the most midely knomn 
□f these methods is that of hyp¬ 
notic regression. This is discussed 
in great detail by HEIMDRY (1980 
chapter 11). The moat famous case 
to involve the use of hypnotic 
regression is that of Betty and 
Barney Hill (FULLER, 1980). The 
Hills had a sighting of a UFO 
mhilst driving home from a holi¬ 
day along Route 3 in central Nem 
Hampshire on September 19th, 1961. 
Subsequently they found that they 
could not account for about tmo 
hours during their trip home. Some 
tmo years after the incident they 
mere placed under hypnosis by Dr. 
Benjamin Simon and mere able to 
describe their abduction aboard 
an alien spacecraft. From details 
revealed by the Hills under hyp¬ 
nosis, Majorie Fish from Ohio mas 
able to construct a map mhich she 
claimed shomed that the Hills had 
made contact mith beings from 
Zeta Reticuli (PACE, 1980). Even 
in this mell-knomn case a number 
of people have expressed concern. 
DEGROQTE (1981) has raised a num¬ 
ber of questions. He highlights 
a number of meeknesses and presents 
evidence to suggest an alternative 
identity to the object seen by the 
Hills. The possibility of a mis- 
identification of the planet Jupiter 
is suggested by DeGroote and he 
goes on to conclude "some elements 


indeed suggest that this case 
could be sheer fantasy. Studies 
based on the details reported 
under hypnosis thus become sense¬ 
less speculations." 

Best knomn in this country 
for mork on hypnotic regression is 
Harry Harris and his team. Harry 
has done much mork on cases in¬ 
volving time lapses. He briefly 
spoke of his mork at a BUFBRA 
conference held in Edinburgh in 
1982. This prompted Steuart 
Campbell to investigate just mhat 
reliance could be placed on events 
related under hypnosis. He pre¬ 
sents some strong evidence to 
shorn that little reliance can be 
placed upon hypnotically recalled 
stories. CAMPBELL (1982) quotes 
Martin Grne, Past President of 
the International Society of 
Hypnosis as stating: "It is 
extremely difficult to knom mhat 
aspects of hypnotically aided 
recall are historically accurate 
and mhich aspects have been con¬ 
fabulated." This viem is rein¬ 
forced by a number of studies 
carried out to test the validity 
of hypnotic recall to provide 
evidence in criminal cases. DYWAIM 
and BOWERS (1982) report that 
increased recall under hypnosis 
may not be a result of nem mem¬ 
ories but "may instead result 
from less caution by subjects in 
mhat they are milling to report 
as memories." They further go 
on to conclude "Hypnosis may 
heighten the sense of recognition 
associated mith even falsely re¬ 
called items, in effect fooling 
a central processor or editor 
responsible for memorial judge¬ 
ments." LAURENCE and PERRY (1983) 
demonstrated horn easily pseudo¬ 
memories could be created in 
hypnotised subjects and point 
out that in highly motivated 
individuals such as the victim 
of a crime these memories may 
subsequent to hypnosis, come to 
be believed true. The general 
opinion seems to be that the 
more times a mitness undergoes 
hypnotic regression, the more 
falsely recalled items are in¬ 
corporated into the original 
story. 

JAMALUDIN (198A) describes 
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tuJD different farms of the UFD 
abduction. The first of these 
are those cases uhere some form 
of amnesia is involved. These 
are the time loss cases such as 
the Betty and Barney Hill case. 

The second group does not in¬ 
volve time loss. In Jamaludin's 
comparative study only those uit- 
nesses uiho claimed time loss also 
claimed to have had intelligible 
communication ujith their abductors. 
This ujas the only difference found 
betueen amnesic and non-amnesic 
groups. Could it be that such comm¬ 
unication is a pseudo-memory created 
under hypnosis and essentially both 
classes of abduction are the same? 
SPEIMCER (1984) has carried out a 
much more extensive revieuj of hyp¬ 
notic regression and concludes it 
to be an unreliable tool for UFB 
research. Therefore me must look 
to other methods to calibrate our 
LJitnessBS. 

An alternative and equally con¬ 
troversial method has been suggested 
by Alex Keul. This is the UFB anam¬ 
nesis technique. This is a totally 
different kind of personality test 
from the classic Rorschach teat. The 
Rorschach test is also knoun as the 
ink blot teat and its validity is 
seriously questioned by a number of 
authorities (BOURNE and EKSTRAND, 
1979), BERGER (1982) and HEUL (1984a) 
suggest that uie take a wider view of 
the witness and his perceptual abili¬ 
ties. Indeed in his Austrian studies 
KEUL (1982) has applied a wide range 
of psychological tests including the 
Rorschach, the Benton short-term 
memory teat and the Uechsler Adult 
Intelligence test in addition to his 
own questionnaire, the UFB anamnesis. 
In the UK many of the tests used by 
Keul would not be generally available 
Keul explains the anamnesis as being 
a searching series of questions con¬ 
cerning the circumstances surround¬ 
ing the UFO experience which are put 
to the witness, together with quest¬ 
ions regarding his life history and 
health. When collecting such data a 
whole range of new problems arise 
concerning confidential!ity and the 
disclosure. Elsewhere in this jour¬ 
nal the test of a paper presented 
by Keul to the 1982 Salzburg Collo¬ 
quium describes his evaluation of 
five UFO witnesses (KEUL, 1985). 


Keul's anamnesis has 
caused a certain amount of con¬ 
troversy. As he has pointed out 
(KEUL 1984b) the anamnesis test 
is an additional technique 
suitable for those cases where 
physical data are lacking and 
it is not intended to replace 
more conventional methods. To 
aid in the proper evaluation of 
this technique the research 
department of BUFDRA has under¬ 
taken to support some control 
experiments and has made a grant 
towards the costs involved. In 
the UK Ken Phillips has been 
working with Keul on anamnesis. 
As well as holding a number of 
discussion sessions on the 
technique Ken recently presented 
a paper at the Anglo-French UFO 
Congress giving the current 
status of his project. Much 
more work will need to be done 
before this technique gains 
wide acceptance. 

If we are thinking of our 
witness as being a recording 
instrument, then we need to 
understand how a witness detects 
and interprets his UFD exper¬ 
ience. This is the process of 
perception. In my review of the 
role of the research department 
of BUFDRA (GAMBLE 1984). I 
proposed the establishment of a 
section to study psychological 
and physiological explainations 
of UFD origin. The work of 
such a section could be ex¬ 
panded to include studies on 
how witnesses perceive 
"objects." Ue are not alone 
in considering the senses as 
physical instruments. A useful 
overview of this area is given 
by BARLObJ (1982). 

Because the witness is the 
means of collecting our raw 
data, I believe we need to 
carefully assess the reliability 
of the data we can collect. 
Therefore I propose to initiate 
a study into the problems of 
witness reliability. This will 
consider the validity of any 
of the available techniques. 

If you feel you are able to 
contribute as a member of 
such a working party, then 
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please contact me at the re¬ 
search headquarters, giving as 
much detail as possible of your 
experience and hou you feel you 
could contribute. If you are not 
able to be a member of the uiork- 
ing party, but ujould like to sub¬ 
mit written or other evidence 
for consideration, please do. 
Already, hen Phillips is work¬ 
ing on a controlled study of 
Keul's anamnesis techniques and 
I hope we will be able to review 
his results. 

So it can be seen that de¬ 
spite there being a number of 
methods to evaluate witnesses 
that no universal methods as 
gained favour. In each of the 
methods described there are im¬ 
portant drawbacks. This has not 
been an exhaustive review of 
methods of witness evaluation 
hut has possibly highlighted an 
important area for further 
research. 
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A STATISTICAL DUERVIEIjJ 


1900-1982 


MICHAEL R. UOOTTEIM 


MR yOOTTEN IS BUFORA'S RIC FOR THE EAST REGION (GREATER LONDON, 
ESSEX, THE EASTERN HALF OF HERTFORDSHIRE AND THE SOUTHERN HALF 
OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE). HE IS CURRENTLY HEADING A TEAM OF BUFORA 
INVESTIGATORS CODING PAST AND PRESENT UFO CASES REPORTED TO THE 
ASSOCIATION. 


THE SAMPLE 


The sample consists of 205 cases 
that mere investigated by BUFORA 
between January, 1980 and Decem¬ 
ber, 1902. Of the cases 175 were 
evaluated as IFOs, including in¬ 
sufficient data (85.4%) and 30 
were evaluated as UFOs/URPs 
(14,6%). The 205 cases fall into 
the following categories: 


IFOs UFOs 


Low Definition 01 2 
Med Definition 02 15 
CE2 10 13 
CE3 1 0 
CE4 1 0 

The evaluation breakdown is as 
follows: 

Insufficient Data 57 
UFOs/UAPs 30 
Aircraft 20 
Meteors ^ 10 
Astronomical 11 
Venus 10 
Stars 7 
Balloons 7 
Satellite 5 
Ball Lightning 5 
Signal flares 4 
Helicopter 3 
Jupiter/Saturn 2 
Moon 2 
Hoax 2 
Hallucination 2 
Kite 2 
Noctilucent cloud 1 
Farm equipment 1 
Eye floater 1 
Aircraft vapour 1 
Airship 1 
Lighthouse 1 
Searchlight 1 
Ground light 1 
Reflections 1 
F ire 1 


It is unfortunate that there 
is a high proportion of cases 
that have insufficient infor¬ 
mation to form any kind of 
evaluation. This is mainly 
due to a lack of investi¬ 
gation as the next Table 
showing levels of investi¬ 
gation will indicate (1) 




UFOs 

IFOs 

LEVEL 

A 

20 

15 

LEVEL 

B 

49 

77 

LEVEL 

C 

101 

8 

LEVEL 

D 

4 

0 

LEVEL 

E 

1 

0 


As can be seen from the total 
sample, a majority of cases 
(53.2%) are made up of soli¬ 
tary RI sighting account 
forms. In most instances this 
was justifiable. But there 
were several promising cases 
that simply were not followed 
up. This, I am pleased to say 
is a thing of the past. 

It is particularly in¬ 
teresting to note that both 
IFD and UFO witness figures 
(see Table over) are almost 
identical. If we were to 
consider that UFOs are simply 
unsolved, mundane IFOs then 
we would expect the UFO 
sample to mirror the UFO 
sample. But considering the 
calibre of the witness, 

13,4% of UFO witnesses are 
experienced observers. Is the 
10 % difference enough to 
counteract this argument? 


* Considered to be astro¬ 
nomical in nature (i.e, 
stars or planets (but insuffi 
cient data precluded a pre¬ 
cise evaluation. 
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THE WITNESSES 


Observational quality of the witness. 

IFOs % UFOs 


Official observers (pilots etc) 

0.6 

D 

Experienced observers (police etc) 

3.4 

13.4 

Unexperienced observers 

96.0 

87.7 

WITNESS NUMBERS 

Twocr more independent witnesses 

6.9 

6.7 

Two or more at one location 

53.7 

6D.D 

One witness only 

39.4 

33.3 


These figures are not strong 
enough on their own to prove 
anything. The following sets 
of statistics will have to 


be considered before coming 
to any conclusion. 


TOTAL HOURLY 

DISTRIBUTION 


IFD 

UFD 

0DD0-0D59 

7 

2 

0100-0159 

8 

1 

020D-D259 

3 

1 

D3D0-D359 

3 

1 

D4D0-D459 

5 

2 

D5DD-D559 

5 

0 

0600-0659 

5 

1 

0700-0759 

5 

0 

0800-0859 

4 

0 

0900-0959 

2 

0 

1000-1059 

3 

1 

1100-1159 

0 

0 

1200-1259 

2 

0 

1300-1359 

1 

0 

1400-1459 

2 

0 

1500-1559 

5 

0 

1600-1659 

6 

2 

1700-1759 

7 

1 

1800-1859 

10 

2 

1900-1959 

20 

2 

2000-2059 

12 

6 

2100-2159 

18 

2 

2200-2259 

21 

1 

2300-2359 

20 

2 

201 cases (4 

null text) 






The hourly distribution of the 
sample seems to correlate 


strongly with studies made by 
CUFOS (UFOCAT) and Alan Hendry(2). 

In both of these studies a peak of 
2100 was discovered in both IFD 
and UFD samples. In the BUFDRA 
sample 58% of IFD cases occur 
between 180D and 2359, compared 
with 56% of UFO cases in the same 
period. Again, as the IFD figures 
compare with the UFD figures, does 
this confirm the conclusion con¬ 
sidered when we dealt with the 
witness information? Dr is it just 
a r reflection of human observational 
behaviour. 

Daily Distribution (GRAPH 1) 

This is always a favourite statis¬ 
tic. According to the sample, if 
you want to see a UFD your best 
chance is on a Thursday. In all 
the statistical analyses under¬ 
taken there are no two that agree 
when it comes to the day of the 
week. John Heel noted a Uednesday 
peak. A NUFDN study discovered a 
Sunday peak and so on (2). This 
only proves that both IFD and UFD 
behaviour is purely random when 
considering the day of the week. 

Monthly Distribution (GRAPH 2) 

The UFD graph seems to show a 
different pattern from the IFD 
graph. The IFD graph indicates a 
randomness in the sample, when 
the UFD graph shows a positive 
peak in August. However, when we 
look at the figures more closely 
another pattern emerges, i.e. 
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IFOs vs APPARENT SIZE 
175 CASES (36 NULL TEXT) 
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IFOs UFOs 

January-June 46.1 46.7 

July-Decsmber 53.9 53.3 

Looking at tha figures in six 
monthly blocks, uie can see that 
there is an uncanny resemblance 
between the IFOs and the UFOs. 

Yearly Distribution 

1980 113 

1981 62 

1982 28 

In this three year sample, there 
has been a steady decline in 
reports. This may, to some extent, 
be due to a higher public aware¬ 
ness of-whatis in the skies aronnd 
them. This is if we are dealing 
with a "UFOs are unsolved IFOs" 
hypothesis. If the phenomenon 
is a natural one, beyond the 
boundaries of present scientific 
knowledge, then we would not 
have peaks and troughs unless 
we are dealing with a phenomenon 
that has long duration cycles 
(sun spot activity for example). 

Duration Distribution (GRAPH 3) 


The duration parameter is arranged 
in "areas of time"and coded in the 
following manner: 


CODE 0 

0-9 seconds 

1 

10-29 seconds 

2 

30-59 seconds 

3 

1-2,59 minutes 

4 

3-4,59 minutes 

5 

5-9,59 minutes 

6 

10-29,59 minutes 

7 

30-59,59 minutes 

8 

1-1, 59 hours 

9 

2 hours or more 

From these statistics, the IFO 
duration seem to stay fairly steady 

then trail 

off after approximately 

30 minutes 

. On the other side how- 

ever, the 

UFO durations show a 


strong peak between 10 and 30 
minutes. Duration is a suspect 
parameter. Most, if not all UFO/ 
IFO witnesses will either under¬ 
estimate, or, more commonly, over¬ 
estimate the duration of his or 
her sighting. 


Consider a case that Steve 
Chetwynd and I investigated in 
1983. The witnesses were sure 
that they watched a spectacu¬ 
lar UFO aerial display for 45 
minutes (3), After recon¬ 
structing "time markers", i.e. 
what was on the television at 
the time etc., we arrived at a 
duration of 15 minutes. This 
is by no means unique. 

Dr. Claude Foher conducted a 
survey of 508 UFO events and 
350 IFO events in 1974 (4). In 
his study of their relative 
durations. Dr. Poher revealed 
that there was a definite 
difference between IFO dura¬ 
tions and the UFOs peaked at 
the 8.10 minute range. Alas, 
the BUFDRA sample does not 
support Dr. Poher's findings. 

Apparent Size Distribution 

(GRAPH 4) 


CODE 1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


Pinhead 

Pea 

Half oenny 
Penny 
Twopence 
Golfball 
Tennis ball 
Other 


Apparent size is a parameter 
that is least stated by wit¬ 
nesses. Out of the 205 sample 
□ nly 165 (19.55=) included 
statements on aoparent size. 
However, this parameter shows 
promise! The IFO/UFO graph 
shows a general "random 
equalness" between sizes. But 
the UFO graph shows a steady 
increase in apparent size, 
peaking at 30.8% (Other) 

C0IMCLU5IDM 

I will be quite honest, the 
statistical analysis has 
failed to prove anything. In 
some instances, the sample 
shows a UFO "signal" above the 
IFO "noise". The only benefit 
that statistics have within 
ufology is that it shows us 
where we are going wrong. 
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The above analysis has failed 
to be conclusive like many 
other statistical studies in 
the past. Are me looking at 
the mrong parameters? This 
study has proved one thing, 
physical parameters do not 
hold the key to salving the 
UFD enigma alone. 

R EFERENCES 

(1) UFD Reality. J. Randles 

(p.26) 

(2) The UFO Handbook. A. 
Hendry. 

(3) BUFORA BULLETIN.No. 

17. 

(4) FSR.Uol.2D No.l. 


REPORT INDEX 

BUFORA holds mhat must be 
mithin the UK a unique collec¬ 
tion of case reports. It has 
not been possible to realise 
the full potential of this as 
a research tool because the 
cases are not classified by 
time,location or principal 
features of the report. Uork 
is underiiiay to correct this 
situation. Early in 1984 
Mike LiJaotten approached Steve 
Gamble, Head of BUFDRA's 
computer group, mith a pro¬ 
posal for a register of mem¬ 
bers. It uias felt that a 
more urgent requirement mas an 
index of thecase reports and 
after consultation Mike 
started work on this project. 

Mike came back mith a 
proposal for data to include 
in the index. After discussion 
of this format one or tmo minor 
amendments mere made. Over the 
months Mike has been able to en¬ 
list the help of a number of 
other members. He has also de¬ 
signed a nem case summary form 
mhich mill make the coding of 
nem cases much simpler. 


At the time of mriting all the 
cases for the years 1980-1983 have 
been coded. As reports are received 
for the years 1984-85 they are 
added to the temporary index. These 
tmo indices contain about 250 re¬ 
ports. Current mark is on those 
cases for the years 1970-1973. This 
mill allom comparisons to be carried 
out betmeen years a decade apart. 

A duplicate version of the index 
is held by the Director of Research. 
This index also holds basic infor¬ 
mation on a number of cases from 
earlier years. These deal mainly 
mith incidents or dates that are 
currently the subject of research 
projects. 

An early attempt mas made at 
classifying reports using punched 
cards. This mas initiated by 
Anthony Pace in the mid-1970s and 
subsequently taken over by Peter 
Hill. Using this method Peter 
coded most of the reports for 1977. 
This amounts to almost 900 reports. 
From this mark me mere able to see 
the value of statistical analysis 
in research and mere able to better 
formulate future arrangements. 


BUFORA EUENING LECTURES 

Evening lectures, on all aspects 
□f Ufology mill be held on the 
first Saturday of each month at 
6.3Dpm attthe LONDON BUSINESS 
SCHOOL, SUSSEX PLACE, LONDON NUl 
Dates for 1985 are: 

OCTOBER 5th. 1985 

THE ENGLISH WITNESS PROJECT 
Ken Phillips 

NDWEMBER 2nd. 1985 

Details to be announced 

DECEMBER 7th. 1985 

AGM to be follomed by a talk 
by Hugh Pincott of ASSAP. 

All members and non-members are 
melcome. 

Entrance fee remain unchanged 
from 1984 £1 for members 

£2.50 non-members. 
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SOLAR AIMD EXTRASOLAR LIFE - A IMEU HYPOTHESIS 
ALI F. ABUTAHA 
Part 4 (Concluded) 


THE POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OF LIFE ON THE SUN, AND ON SC'-'E I'-I- 
IS PRESENTED IN THIS ARTICLE. ADMITTEDLY, THE HYPDTHErl; = 

BIZARRE AND NONSENSICAL. SUCH IS THE NATURE OF NEiJ DI5:;.£ = '£E 
THIS ARTICLE. I 'JILL TRY TO 5HDJ THAT THE PROPOSED =:5£:£:-:'- 
GOES FAR BEYOND IDLE SPECULATIGN AND THAT IT IS A RCT:_.-_ 

EQUENCE OF the PRESENT STATE-UF-KNUJLEDGE. THE HYPGThEiiE 
BASED_ON CAREFUL AND LENGTHY STUDY OF DIUERSE SU3JECT- I' _:lL 

CHALLlNGl not only our KNOJLEDGE ON THE SCIENCES AND 1^:1 ; £uT 

ALSO THE ESTABLISHED COMMON SENSE OF OUR TIME. THE STA'£-_--- M 

LlDGE today is sufficiently advanced for us to be able -L-I'r' 

THE fantastic POSS 10 IL I T Y , TO COMPREHEND ITS REALITY, -_ = £"_.LY, 

TO COPE JITH IT; IF IT TURNS OUT TO BE TRUE. IF (AND --A' --..--EH 
BIG IF) THE HYPOTHESIS IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK, THEN THE 
HUMANITY JILL BE PROFOUND. 


11. REFLECTIONS 

Neuj discoveries often appear to 
our "common sense" to be bizarre 
and noncommonsensical. This is 
not due to irrationality in the 
thing or process being discovered, 
but it is due to limitations in 
our experience and knowledge. The 
discovery of the proposed solar 
life is net, in my opinion, 
stranger than the discovery that 
water, the quencher of flame and 
fire is, itself, composed of the 
most flammable and most combustible 
elements in nature. This type of 
discovery requires, as a first 
step towards its comprehension,the 
expurgation of common sense. Glow¬ 
ing and self-luminous objects and 
beings are neither found in the 
scientists' handbooks or libraries, 
nor are they found in the Homo 
sapiens' daily experience of the 
senses. The absence of solar 


type from our daily Excsris'ce can 
be the primary cause zf z_r *3il- 
ure to recognise the fantastic 
possibility of solar life aa an 
earlier time. 

The proposed fiery ar.c clewing 
solar life hypothesis may turn out 
to be just another unsuccessful 
attempt at finding out whether we 
are alone in the universe or not. 
Attempts to discover the existence 
of intelligent life outside of 
Earth have been numerous and un¬ 
successful. The hypotheses and 
speculations about "supposed" space 
aliens who had visited Earth in the 
past are many. Equally numerous 
have been the attempts to solve 
the "enigmatic residue" of the UFO 
phenomena, and the possible develop¬ 
ment and evolution of life out¬ 
side of our globe, Earth. My 
treatise here will be incomplete 
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ujithaut reference to these other 
attempts. I loill only briefly men¬ 
tion some of the major ideas and 
solutions ujhich have been prop¬ 
osed, particularly, during our 
century. 

The moat popular cosmic bodies 
which were believed to harbour 
life included Mars and Uenus. The 
Moon fell out of favour much ear¬ 
lier. Other bodies considered in 
our solar system included the 
hypothetical LilliputaC53) and 
the so-called 12th Planet (54). 

The 12th Planet is proposed to 
orbit the sun in a highly ellipt¬ 
ical orbit reaching far into 
Space when near apogee. This 
planet, according to the author, 
is Marduk of the Epic of Creation 
- a Babylonian Sun-god. Lilli- 
puts are hypothetical giant planets 
which are said to orbit the Sun 
far beyond Pluto's orbit. These, 
and other solar system bodies,do 
not suffer from the problem of 
space immensity in view of the 
reoorted periodic visitations of 
soace beings to Earth. Terres¬ 
trial regions have also been pro¬ 
posed, such as, the Hollow Earth 
Theory and the Underwater Civi¬ 
lization Theory (55) 

ether poDular theories(56), 
which take us beyond the solar 
system include the Time Travel 
Theory, the Ultraterrestrial 
Theory, the Psychic Projection 
theory, and other space-time 
dimensions, warps and parallel 
worlds and universes, and anti¬ 
matter existences. It is obvious 
that many of these ideas are pro¬ 
posed to side step the issue of 
space immensity, as instantaneous 
space travel and "faster than the 
speed of light" speeds are im¬ 
plied. 

The search for intelligent 
radio signals has been concen¬ 
trated on Sun-like stars in our 
galaxy. Project Ozma, for example, 
concentrated on the stars Tau Ceti 
and Epsilon Eridani. Another star 
which was proposed to be life- 
nourishing is the Sirius star(57). 


This star was proposed in accor¬ 
dance with the traditions of an 
African tribe named the Dogon, 
and other traditions. 

Speculations about "ancient 
astronauts and gods" who, supp¬ 
osedly, visited our planet in 
the past are very many. These 
treatises, however, stop short 
of proposing specific cosmic 
stations as the home of the pro¬ 
posed visitors. 

The attempts to detect or 
explain the possible existence 
of non-terrestrial life are 
reminiscent of the alchemists' 
search for gold's secret. The 
alchemists never succeeded to 
make gold, athough they "mixed, 
boiled, blended, burned, powered, 
dissolved, sublimated and treated 
in every possible way the four 
basic elements of Democritus"(58), 

If my hypothesis turns out 
to be another such "unsuccessful" 
attempt then, all is well. 

I say, "all is well" for 
if the proposed hypothesis is 
correct, then, we stand on the 
threshold of a revolutionary 
step in our cosmic evolution, Ue 
are just beginning to understand 
the development and evolution of 
life here on Earth. Ue are just 
beginning to understand the 
development and evolution of 
life here on Earth, Ue are far 
from comprehending the ultimate 
reality of the development of 
life and the evolution of the 
intellect. Just as our present 
comprehension of these and other 
matters dwarfs that of a century 
ao, so will ours appear naive a 
century hence. The inquisitive 
search for universal truths must 
continue, even if in the process 
we may chance upon facts that 
may appear to tear the foundation 
of our knowledge, beliefs, and 
common sense. These foundations 
have been agitated before, yet, 
we have always survived the 
resulting upheavals with better 
footing on stronger foundation. 

If (and what a big IF) the 
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existence of life on the Sun is 
confirmed in the future, then, 
this will have profound impact 
on humanity. The impact will 
be felt, not only by science 
and technology, but also, by 
our theologies, philosophies, 
social, political, and inter¬ 
national affairs. The impact 
need not be adverse unless we 
desire for it to be so. 

In conclusion, I declare 
that the possibility (or even 
the proof) of the existence of 
solar life is neither a cause 
of victory to the evolutionist, 
nor should it be a source of 
dismay to the creationist. Ldhile 
the theme of this article is 
consistent with the unified 
cosmic evolutionary process as 
perceived by modern science I 
like to close with the following 
quotes from the holy books of 
the Great Judaic-Christian- 
Islamic lineage, which seem to 
hint the fantastic possibility: 

"And God called the firma¬ 
ment Heaven" (GEN 1.8) 

"These are the generations 
of the (H)eaven and of the 
earth...." (GEN 2.4) 

"He said, "But I see four 
men loose walking in the midst 
of the fire, and they are not 
hurt; and the appearance of the 
fourth is like a son of the 
gods." (DAN 3.25) 

"He, however, shook off the 
creature into the fire and 
suffered no harm ...they changed 
their minds and said that he was 
a god." (ACTS 28.5) 

"lile created Man from sounding 
clay, from mud moulded into shape; 
And the Jinn race, Ue had created 
before, from the fire of a 
scorching wind." (QUR'AN xv 26,27). 
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COMPUTER S_R.^- 


As many members _ill r= 5_3re 
aUFORA is starting ii-cuterise 
its records. This is ssins done 
in order to increass s“s effect¬ 
iveness of our ars-i-s s" cases 
records as a resaarc^ ccc_ and to 
provide a means cf =xc-a~.cine data 
with other members c* c~s Inter¬ 
national Committee *cr 
Research (ICUR). I^_- “as a 
special sub-commicces lcc<ing at 
the problem ofexena"C-“c outer 
data. This committee is “saried by 
former BUFDRA Chair~a“ -ccert 
Digby. 

In the longer cer“ -_rC.-iA 
will need to ourchase ics o_in 
computer equiomanc mean¬ 

time we would be inceresced in 
knowing if members are using 


computers for UFD research and 
if they would be interested in 
helping in computer research 
projects. As a first stage in 
this Research Projects Officer, 
Paul Fuller, is conducting a 
survey. 

The Home Comouter Question¬ 
naire can be found on page 
of this issue of JTAP. Members 
who are interested are asked to 
complete it and return it to 
Paul Fuller at the address given 
on the form. 

Photo-copies of the form 
will he accepted from those who 
do not wish to remove the page 
from the Journal. 
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DATA PROTECTION ACT - 198A 


This note is not designed to be a definitive state¬ 
ment on the Act and is merely to bring the Act to the 
notice of people uho may be using automatic data pro¬ 
cessing equipment to store information about indivi¬ 
duals. If you feel this applies to you, you should 
seek advice from an expert source. 

The information continaed in this note uias extracted 
from djidline Number I An Introduction to the Act and Guide 
for Data Users and Computer Bureaux, published by the Data 
Protection Registrar (Address: Springfield House, Water 
Lane, Wilmsloui, Cheshire SK9 5AX) 

The Act received the Royal Assent on July 12th, 1964. 
It is the first legislation in the UH to address the use 
of computers and brings the UK into line with many other 
countries. The purpose of the Act is to protect infor¬ 
mation about individuals and to enforce standards for the 
processing of such information. 

To monitor the operation of the Act a Data Registrar 
has been appointed. His job is to maintain a register of 
all data users which will include details of what the in¬ 
formation is used for. It is the duty of the data user to 
register. The registration process will start in November 
and all data users will have six months to register. The 
Data Registrar will also have the power to enforce a 
Code of Practice knows as the Data Protection Principles. 
These define how information will be obtained, that in¬ 
formation should be accurate, how the information shall 
be disclosed (and how it shall not be disclosed) and that 
data will kept securely. 

If you use any form of automated equipment to pro¬ 
cess dataSbout individuals (the word computer is speci¬ 
fically not used in the Act) you will probably need to 
register. In Guideline 1 personal data is defined as any 
information which relates to a living individual who can 
be identified from that information OR OTHER INFORMATION 
IN THE POSSESSION OF THE DATA USER. This would mean that 
you might identify people in your computer database as 
Witness 1,''Witness 2, etc you would still have to register 
if you had written somewhere on paper a list which showed 
that witness 1 was called John Smith and lived at 5 The 
High Street. A fee will be charged for each registration. 
A registration will last for up to three years. 

It is in your own interest to check if this Act re¬ 
lates to you. We are unable to offer expert advice on the 
application of the Act. This note is only to bring the 
existence of the Act to your notice. 
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CASE REPORT CODES 


Every year 3UF0RA receives a number of reccrts 
□f Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) chencmena 
Each of these cases is given a unique number. 

Many people do not understand this numberinc 
system, so it mill be explained here. 

The aUFORA archive consists of around iG,ZCI 
individual cases. This is made up of comprehen¬ 
sive records covering the 25 years of BUFORA's 
existence and a number of reports pre-datinc its 
formation. These reports include those submitter 
by BUFORA's ouin investigators and those adceo ry 
member societies. The archive represents a unipue 
research tool covering cases from the early IBCEs 
to the present day. 

The numbering system in current use mas intro¬ 
duced mhen Anthony Pace mas Director of Research. 

As each completed report is received by the 
Director of Investigations it is given a number. 

This five digit number consists of the first tmo 
digits mhich identify the year of the sighting 
follomed by three digits to identify that report 
mithin a year. For example if me take case number 
75-100, this occurred in 1975 and mas the one 
hundredth completed report received by BUFORA. The 
number gives no indication of either the day or the 
month of the sighting or of the location. 

Case reports are stored in sequence of their 
case report numbers. This has meant in the past that 
the only may to find a report of a given incident 
mas to look through all the reports for that year. 

To overcome this a computer-based i«tlex is being 
prepared mhich mill allom easy access to individual 
reports, Homever there are a large number of early 
reports mhich do not carry their case number. These 
mill be allocated as part of the indexing project. 
The opportunity is being taken to repair damaged 
reports and to bind them into groups of 50 for easy 
handling. 
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Aims and scope of the Journal 

Research and investigation into unidentified flying object (UFO) phenomena has progressed 
from the early days of wild speculation into an area where scientific analysis and 
evaluation methods can be applied to a number of specified areas. 

It is realised that ufological research is subject to a great deal of speculative 
comment, much of which lies on the boundaries of current scientific thought. Many existi 
scientific institutions accept limited discussion of UFOs and related phenomena where it 
has some bearing on their discipline. The Journal of Transient Aerial Phenomena (Journal 
TAP) offers a forum for scientists and researchers to present ideas for further discussion 
results of investigations and analysis of statistics and other pertinent information. 

Journal TAP aims to meet a wide range of discussion by incorporating an approach with 
breadth of scope, clear and topical comment conducted with scientific rigour. It intends 
to offer a truly international forum enabling researchers throughout the world to publish 
results in an authoritative publication which should serve to further knowledge of the 
cosmos and benefit mankind in so doing. 

Notes for contributors 

The Editorial Board will be pleased to receive contributions from all parts of the world. 
Manuscripts, preferably in English, should be submitted in the first instance, to the 
Editor-in-chief, 40 Jones Drove, Whittlesey, Peterborough, PE7 lUE, United Kingdom. 

Manuscripts should be typed double-spaced on one side of A4 size paper with wide margins 
and submitted in duplicate. While no maximum length of contributions is prescribed, 
authors are encouraged to write concisely. 

The author's name should be typed on the line below the title. The affiliation (if any) 
and address should follow on the next line. The body of the manuscript should be 
preceded by an abstract of around 100 words giving the main conclusions drawn. 

All mathematical symbols may be either hand-written or typewritten, but no ambiguities 
should arise. 

Illustrations should be restricted to the minimum necessary. They should accompany the 
script and should be included in manuscript pages. Line drawings should include all 
relevant details and should be drawn in black ink on plain white drawing paper. Good 
photoprints are acceptable but blueprints or dyeline prints cannot be used. Drawings and 
diagrams should allow for a 20 per cent reduction. Lettering should be clear, open, and 
sufficiently large to permit the necessary reduction of size for publication. Photographs 
should be sent as glossy prints, preferably full or half plate size. Captions to any 
submitted photograph or illustration should be appended and clearly marked. 

In the interests of economy and to reduce errors, tables will, where possible, be 
reproduced by photo-offset using the author's typed manuscript. Tables should therefore 
be submitted in a form suitable for direct reproduction. Page size used should be A4 
and width of table should be either 10.5 cm or 22 cm. Large or long tables should be 
typed on continuing sheets but identifying numbers should be placed on the upper right- 
hand cornet of each sheet of tabular material. 

Reference to.published literature should be quoted in the text in brackets and grouped 
together at the end of the paper in numerical order. A separate sheet of paper should 
be used. Double spacing must be used throughout. Journal TAP references should be 
arranged thus : 

(1) Jacques Vallee: 1965. Anatomy of a Phenomenon, vii, Henry Regnery, Chicago. 

(2) David Haisell: 1980. Working Party Report, Journal TAP 1/2, pp36-40 

With the exception of dates which should be presented in the astronomical convention 
viz : 1977 August 06, no rigid rules concerning notation or abbreviation need be observed 
by authors, but each paper should be self-consistent as to symbols and units, which 
should all be properly defined. Times however should be presented in astronomical form 
using the 24 hour clock and Universal Time (UT) where possible. If local time is used, 
this should be specified viz 19h 15 GMT. 

The Editorial Board shall have the right to seek advice from referees on suitability for 
publication and may, on their recommendation, accept, seek revision of or reject 
manuscripts. If considered unsuitable for Journal TAP, the Editor-in-chief reserves 
the right to forward manuscripts to the Editor of Bufora Journal for consideration. The 
Editor-in-chief's decision will be final. 

Book reviews and letters for publication will also be considered. 

Where permission is needed for publication of material included in an article, it is the 
responsibility of the author to acquire this prior to submission. All opinions expressed 
in articles will be those of the contributor and unless otherwise stated, will not reflect 
the views of Bufora, its Council or the Editor-in-chief. 
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